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TESTIMONY

I exist in order to say

this house is not a house,
place of confiscations, parched rock, fear
there by the central square, did I say central square?

Paved wilderness.
I exist in order to say

this road is not a road,

clung to by its travelers, ascending on dream’s rust
from the forest, the sand mountain where

I'walk, there, who is walking? There where I used to
walk, a child in the sun

of cessation, with outstretched arms, searching

and searching for my father’s face my mother’s
I exist in order to say

these are the crossbeams and chronicles
of my parents, coal,

ash, wind

of my sister in my hair blowing

back and back, a night wind

in my day I exist in order to say

to their nighttime voices yes, yes to their weeping, yes

to the lost in their house of abeyance, to the falling from its wall’s shadows
on the fear in my voice saying yes

in the emptiness.
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Like an echoless voice,

a cloudless rain

falling, wandering

like sand with no shore

scattering

to the final border

and there’s no border on the horizon rising
like a dreamless ladder,

like a leave-taking with no one being left
far off toward the nothingness

like a tree toward its starred roots.
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AMONG THESE MOUNTAINS

Among these mountains and these winds,
at this sea-strand where my salt-covered lips
breathe the far fragrance of the forest

dark and strange in its silent wonders, I gaze
with a boy’s eyes at its extravagant green,

on my forehead still etched the mark

that will one day open the gate

where all my beloveds are gathered, and wait.
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In the air that no longer flows

in the air that clenches like a fist

in the air that crumbles to dust

and the dust to needles

in the air of the fire blind

in the air sweet-not-from-blossoms
in the air thin as a cry

in the air that tears at a thousand eyes
and every eye sees darkness

in the air that is dwindling between her lips
my little sister lives the last minute’s

eternity.
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OBLIVION

To these too many bones you sent me, Lord,
me, the stutterer. Your spirit was within me.
Now I stand in the Valley of Evil

and my eyes are white and dry.

My God, what am I to say? Oblivion

veils your words... Arise!... As...

In my mouth my foreign tongue flails about.
My spirit is heavy upon me like an eastern wind,
ravaging, enslumbering.

Oh, God who desires and seeks out his people,

I fall mute upon the bones.
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